&Za JOURNAL OF ISLAMIC MANUSCRIPTS 8 (2017) 257-280 A

b ;
ol MANUSCRIPTS
LS

BRILL brill.com/jim

The Salim Bin Ya‘qub Ibadi Manuscript Library
in Jerba, Tunisia

A Preliminary Survey & Inventory*

Paul M. Love, Jr.
Al Akhawayn University in Ifrane, Morocco

p.love@aui.ma

Abstract

This article offers a summary of a recent project aimed at the conservation and pre-
liminary inventory of the Bin Ya‘qub (Ben Yaqoub) family library in the village of
Guizin (Guezin) on the island of Jerba, Tunisia. The inventory, carried out from Septem-
ber to December 2015 with generous funding from a Collection Care and Emergency
Response Grant from The Islamic Manuscript Association (TIMA), sought to insure the
long-term protection of this collection as well as to compile a preliminary inventory of
its contents. This article provides an overview of the survey, including its stated goals
and the extent to which it realized those objectives. The second half of the article pro-
vides a preliminary inventory of the library’s contents.
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Introduction
Maghribi Ibadi manuscript libraries represent rich archives for both the history

of the Ibadi Muslim community and broader history of Northern Africa. Along-
side the better-known manuscript collections of the Mzab valley in Algeria, a
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handful of family libraries on the Tunisian island of Jerba also house important
collections of Ibadi manuscripts.! Compared to their Algerian counterparts,
however, most of the island’s collections remain unknown outside a small cir-
cle of specialists and far less effort has gone into documenting their holdings.

I offer here a summary of a recent project aimed at the conservation and
preliminary inventory of one such collection in Jerba: the Bin Ya‘qub (Ben
Yaqoub) family library in the village of Guizin (Guezin). The inventory, carried
out from September to December 2015 with generous funding from a Collection
Care and Emergency Response Grant from The Islamic Manuscript Association
(TIMA), sought to insure the long-term protection of this collection as well
as to compile a preliminary inventory of its contents. This article provides an
overview of the survey, including its stated goals and the extent to which it
realized those objectives. The second half of the article provides a preliminary
inventory of the library’s contents.?

The Salim b. Ya‘qub Library

The eponymous founder of the Bin Ya‘qub library, Shaykh Salim b. Muham-
mad b. Ya‘qib (d. 1991), was born on the island of Jerba in Tunisia in 1903
(Figure 1). His education eventually brought him to Tunis, where he studied
at the Zaytiina Mosque before continuing his studies in Cairo.? Ibadi scholars,

1 On the history of the Ibadi communities of Jerba see: Farhat Djaabiri, Nizam al-‘azzaba ‘ind
al-ibadiyya bi-Jarba (L’Organisation des azzaba chez les ibadhites de Jerba) (Tunis: Institut
National d’ Archéologie et d’ Art, 1975); Virginie Prévost, “La renaissance des ibadites wahbites
aDjerba au xe siecle,” Folia Orientalia XL, 2004, 171-191; Muhammad Maryami, Ibadiyyat Jarba
khilal al-‘asr al-hadith (Tunis: Kulliyat al-adab wa-l funan wa-l insaniyyat bi-Manuba, 2005);
Paul M. Love, “Djerba and the Limits of Rustamid Power. Considering the Ibadi Community
of Djerba under the Rustamid Imams of Tahert (779-909CE),” Al-Qantara 33, no. 2 (2012):
297-323.

2 The research for this article was made possible thanks to the generous funding of a Collec-
tion Care and Emergency Response Grant from The Islamic Manuscript Association (TIMA)
in 2015. The views, opinions, findings and conclusions of the author(s) expressed herein
are those of the author(s) and do not state or reflect the views or policies of The Islamic
Manuscript Association Ltd. (‘The Association’) or its members and employees. The Asso-
ciation disclaims any liability or responsibility arising from or in connection with errors and
omissions, as well as for the accuracy, legality, and reliability of any information contained
herein.

3 On the life of Salim b. Ya‘qub, see ‘Ali al-Bajadidi, “Al-Shaykh Salim b. Ya‘qab: hayat rajul wa-
tajribat jil,” Majallat al-hayat 12 (2012): 170-182.
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FIGURE 1

Shaykh Salim b. Ya‘qub in his library in 1983
PHOTO BY DR. WERNER SCHWARTZ,
PROVIDED BY THE OWNER AND USED
WITH HIS PERMISSION)

students, and traders had been making Cairo their home since the late-16th
century when a waqf endowment created the Wikalat al-jamus (the ‘Buffalo
Agency’), an Ibadi traders’ lodge, library, and school in the Ibn Talan district.
While in Cairo, Salim studied at both al-Azhar Mosque and in the Wikala,
counting among his teachers its director (nazir) the Algerian reformer, jour-
nalist, and political activist Abu Ishaq Ibrahim Atfayyish (1886-1965).°

Salim spent his five years in Cairo collecting and copying manuscripts and
printed books. By the time he returned to Jerba in 1939, he had amassed an
impressive collection of both printed and manuscript materials that today
makes up the core of the Bin Ya‘qub library. Shaykh Salim’s book, The His-
tory of Jerba (Tarikh jazirat Jarba), republished and reedited posthumously in
three different editions, reflects the richness of the sources he collected for his

4 The only historical monograph to date on the history of the Wikalat al-jamus is that by
Ahmad Muslah, al-Waqf al-jarbi fi misr wa-dawruhu fi l-tanmiya al-iqtisadiyya wa-l-ijtima‘iyya
wa-l-thagafiyya min al-qarn al-‘ashir ila al-qarn al-rabi‘ ‘ashar al-hijriyayn (wikalat al-jamus
namidhajan) (Kuwait: al-Amana al-‘amma lil-awqaf, 2012).

5 Muhammad Salih Nasir Baba‘ammi, ed., Mujam alam al-ibadiyya (Dictionnaire des hommes
illustres de l'Ibadisme, les hommes du Maghreb), vol. 2 (Beirut: Dar al-Gharb al-Islami, 2000),
24-26.

JOURNAL OF ISLAMIC MANUSCRIPTS 8 (2017) 257-280



260 LOVE, JR

library.6 Throughout the latter half of the 20th century, he shared the contents
of his collection with Northern African and European researchers and the bib-
liographies and footnotes of many studies attest to his generosity.

The Conservation Project

Following Shaykh Salim’s death in 1991, the library remained closed to research-
ers and students. In the spring of 2015, I met with the current owner of the
library, the founder’s grandson Dr. Naji Bin Ya‘qaib to discuss the possibility of
developing a conservation strategy for the manuscript holdings in the library.
As we talked about the potential future of the collection, he told me that his
goal would be to relocate the contents of the library from his family farm in
Guezin to the town of Houmt Souk, where researchers could use them. Lacking
professional training in manuscripts, he had at that time not yet taken steps
to survey the collection or take stock of its condition. As a preliminary step
in the long-term conservation of the manuscripts in the library, I developed a
proposal for a project that would allow for an assessment the current condition
of the manuscripts and the total number of titles. The second part of the project
would then be an inventory of those titles and the purchase of acid-free archival
boxes for the manuscripts to protect them from the elements in the library. A
third component of the project aimed at minor repairs to the library structure
(e.g., broken windows, cracked ceilings).

With the financial support of a Collection Care and Emergency Response
Grant from The Islamic Manuscript Association (TIMA), I returned to Jerba in
September 2015 to take a closer look at the collection and record the total
number of titles and a range of measurements for the storage boxes. At the
start of the project  had understood from Dr. Naji that the collection numbered
some 100-150 titles. After an initial survey, however, it quickly became clear
that the number of titles was much larger. In addition, I discovered that the
bindings of many of the manuscripts had been removed since the last time
a photograph of the collection had been taken in 2013 (Figure 2). Dr. Najt
explained he had removed the bindings because of pest damage and had
unfortunately not taken any photographs or made any notes regarding the

6 Salim Bin Ya‘qub, Tarikh jazirat Jarba wa-masajidiha al-ilmiyya, ed. Farhat Djaabiri, 2nd
ed. (Tunis: Céres Editions, 2006); Salim Bin Ya‘qab, Tarikh Jarba wa-‘ulama’ha al-ibadiyya
(Houmt Souk: [Independently published], 2009). Another self-published edition appeared
in 2013 under the abbreviated title Tarikh Jarba wa-‘ulamda’iha.
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FIGURE 2

Photograph of (most of ) the manuscript
collection in the library of Shaykh Salim b.
Ya'qub in January 2015. By this point, most of
the bindings had been removed and
manuscripts had been placed in brown
paper sleeves.

PHOTO BY AUTHOR

original bindings. Thankfully, he had not yet removed all the bindings and I
could stop the process from continuing.

After taking some initial measurements of both bound manuscripts and
fragments, we drew up a list of storage box measurements for purchase. Al-
though I had initially planned to purchase the archival boxes from a local
company in Tunisia, import restrictions proved much stricter than I had antic-
ipated. In the end, it proved easier for me to fly to Paris and purchase the boxes
and folders directly from Art Doctor, a company specializing in conservation
equipment.” I then returned to Jerba with the materials, where we began the
inventory (Figure 3).

Inventory Summary
The preparations and inventory took place over several sessions in October,

November, and December 2015. The caretaker of the library declined to allow
me to carry out the inventory on site inside the library for reasons of propriety,

7 Information on the company is available on their website: http:///www.artdoctor.fr/en/.
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FIGURE 3  Manuscript fragments being sorted during the inventory
PHOTO BY AUTHOR

which necessitated the transfer of the manuscript collection to the town of
Houmt Souk in cardboard boxes. Having moved the manuscripts to the waiting
room of his dental clinic in the center of the town, we worked from there for
the remainder of the project (Figure 4). I was also told by Dr. Naji in advance
of our beginning the inventory that I was not permitted to share any images
of the manuscripts since he has the intention of selling digital images of the
manuscripts to researchers in the future. This is, I suspect, following the model
used by the other major Ibadi library on the island, the El Barounia library,
which sells digital images at 1EU per page.®

8 The El Barounia library belongs to the well-known Al-Barani family and recently opened
a new library facility in the main town of Houmt Souk, complete with a reading room,
lecture hall, and accompanying printed books library. It appears to have inspired a number of
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FIGURE 4  Photograph of the author writing out inventory labels for fragments in the salon of
the dental clinic
PHOTO BY NAJI B. YA'QUB

As a first step, we assigned inventory numbers to each title or bound volume
according to the following system:

1. The letter sin () followed by a number was assigned to each bound
volume with a binding cover, whether consisting of a single or multiple
titles.

2. The letter kaf (2)) followed by a number was assigned to each title that
was either complete or near complete but lacked a binding cover. Some
titles were groups of unsewn quires while others were still loosely sewn
together.

3.  The letter gaf () followed by a number was assigned to each fragment
that bore a written heading identifying the text.

4.  The letters dal ‘ayn ( ff) followed by a number were assigned to each
unidentified fragment.

other families on the island to attempt similar projects. See: http://elbarounia.com/ [accessed
7 June 2017], or https://www.facebook.com/elbarounia/.
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The preliminary inventory resulted in the following numerical breakdown:

Bound volumes: 14 (containing some 20—30 titles)

Complete/Near Complete Manuscripts: 23 gatherings of quires (comprising
34 titles)

Fragments with Headings: 296

Unidentified Fragments: 381

This system evolved out of discussions regarding the history of the collection.
According to Dr. Naji, most of the bound volumes of the first category (labelled
sin) were bound by a Jewish bookbinder on the island following Shaykh Salim’s
return from Cairo in 1939. Many of the texts of the second category (labelled
kaf") were also bound but Dr. Naji had recently (2014) removed them due to pest
damage. As for the third category of texts (labelled gaf’), I was told by Dr. Najt
that he and his brothers had written these headings on many of the fragments
many years ago at the direction of their grandfather. Later in his life, Shaykh
Salim lost his eyesight and had instructed his grandsons to recite the first few
lines of each text and then write the heading that he dictated to them in its
top margin. At times, these headings correspond to specific titles of texts while
at other times they refer simply to the genre of the text. The inventory below
reproduces only the original headings with no reference to their contents. Any
additions or clarifications to those headings not original to the manuscripts
appear in brackets ([]). Manuscripts of the fourth category (labelled dal ‘ayn)
bear no heading or other immediate indication as to their contents. Many of
these fragments may very well belong to manuscripts in other categories. As
I was neither given time to study these fragments in detail nor allowed to
photograph them, no information on them appears in the inventory below.
Having assigned a number to each of the volumes and titles, we then began
the boxing process. We placed three or four bound volumes perlarge box, creat-
ing separators from acid-free board to ensure that the volumes would not shift
when the boxes moved. We first placed fragments in acid-free folders before
grouping them into batches inside boxes. We labelled each manuscript with
thin sheets of paper bearing an inventory number. We did not write inventory
numbers directly on any of the manuscripts because we anticipate a full catalog
(with a corresponding new system of inventory) to be made in the future.

It is important to note finally that the items listed in the inventory do not
include the equally valuable personal archive of Shaykh Salim b. Ya‘qib him-
self. Unfortunately, the current owner of the library did not allow me to include
those manuscripts in the project. The archive comprises hundreds of papers,
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notebooks, and copies of manuscripts in Shaykh Salim’s hand and it is regret-
table that these items were not included in the survey.

Preliminary Collection Inventory

The following preliminary inventory consists of the first three categories of
manuscripts described above. I would like to emphasize that the titles below
are those carried by the manuscripts themselves. Various factors—chiefly,
time—prevented me from confirming the relationship between these head-
ings and the contents of the manuscripts. I have also attempted to preserve the
orthography of the headings original to the manuscripts (e.g. the presence or
absence of a hamza, dots under a ya’, or the presence of a shadda). Any addi-
tions or clarifications appear between square brackets [ ] or in the footnotes.
Any errors in transcription are my own.

Category One (_y»): Bound Manuscript Volumes (with Binding
Covers)

Inventory
Heading(s)
901, s L2 po Guledl 1
RSN 'C;J\ <-L«3’J Slasyly Juall @ Je L}’i“E\ il 2
[ e 2 s 5 453 g5l 3o

9 Possibly a portion of the well-known work of tafsir by the Persian Mu‘tazili theologian
Mahmad b. ‘Umar al-Zamakhshari (d. 538/1144-1145) entitled al-Khashshaf ‘an haqa’iq al-
tanzil wa-‘uyin al-aqawil fi wujih al-ta’wil (Beirut: Dar al-Ma‘rifa, 2009).

10 A well-known hashiya attributed to the Jerban scholar Aba ‘Abdallah Muhammad b.
‘Umar b. Abi Sitta al-Qasbi al-Sidwikishi (d. 1088/1677). Aba ‘Abdallah Muhammad com-
posed so many commentaries that he earned the moniker “al-MuhashshT’, the glossator.
The commentary is a hashiya of the mukhtasar by Abu l-Abbas Ahmad b. Sa‘id al-
Shammakhi (d. 928/1522) of the Kitab al-‘adl wa’l-insaf fi usal al-figh by Aba Ya‘qab
Yasuf al-Sadrati al-Warjalani (d. 570/1174-1175). On the hashiya, see Martin H. Custers, Al-
Ibadiyya: A Bibliography (Vol. 2: Ibadis of the Maghrib), 2nd edition, vol. 2 (Hildesheim:
Georg Olms Verlag, 2016), 372; 376—377.

11 This composite manuscript contains several fragments bound together but lack of time
prevented me from identifying their titles.
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The titles given here are listed on f. 12 of the composite manuscript labelled sin 4.

Aba ‘Ammar ‘Abd al-Kafi b. Abi Ya‘qab b. Isma‘l al-Tanawuti al-Warjalani (d. before
570/174), Kitab al-mujaz fi tahsil al-suw'al wa-takhlis al-dalal. See Custers, Al-Ibadiyya,
2:479—480.

Presumably the third volume of the famous work of figh by Abt Sakin ‘Amir b. ‘Ali b. ‘Amir
b. Isfaw al-Shammakhi (d. 792/1390), Kitab al-idah. See Custers, Al-Ibadiyya, 2:406—411. It
could also refer to a different work given that the date in the title (5th century hgri) is
much earlier.

Abu Ya‘qub Yasuf b. Muhammad al-Mus‘abi (d. 187/1773), Hashiyat al-Mus‘abi ‘ala usul
Tibghurin. See Custers, Al-Ibadiyya, 2:341.

According to the title, the text is a sharh of the Kitab al-nil wa-shifa’ al-‘alil by ‘Abd al-
‘Aziz b. Ibrahim al-Thamini (d. 1223/1808), on which see Custers, Al-Ibadiyya, 2:452—454.
While several commentaries have been written on this book, I have failed to find reference
elsewhere to this particular sharh attributed to this author.

The Kitab al-sualat is normally attributed to Abu ‘Amr ‘Uthman b. Khalifa al-Marighni
al-Saft (d. 6th/12th c.) but some have instead attributed it to his teacher, Aba al-Rabi‘
Sulayman b. Yakhlaf al-Mazati (d. 471/1079). See Custers, Al-Ibadiyya, 2:433—435.

The attribution of the Kitab al-jahalat is uncertain. It has long been regarded as a work
of Tibgharin b. Isa al-Malshati (d. 6th/12th c.), on whom see Custers, Al-Ibadiyya, 2:295—
297. It is often accompanied, as it is in this manuscript, by a commentary by Aba ‘Ammar
‘Abd al-Kafi al-Tanawuti (d. before 570/1174). Notes from the inventory suggest this copy
is accompanied by a commentary attributed to Tibghtirin al-Malshati. On similar anony-
mous (i.e. unattributed) manuscript copies of this work, see “Anonymous: K. al-Jahalat”
in Custers, Al-Ibadiyya, 2:63.

The urjiza referred to in the title is more widely known as al-Lu’lw'a. The manuscript
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appears to be a copy of the Sharh al-lw’la’a by Abt 1-Fadl Qasim b. Abi al-Rabi‘ Sulayman
al-Shammakhi (d. 1265/1848). See Custers, Al-Ibadiyya, 2:400—402. The title itself appears
here in brackets because I was unable to compare my notes with an image of the first folio
of this manuscript.

A part of larger work known simply as al-Aqida, this is a part of the Kitab al-diyanat by
Abii Sakin ‘Amir al-Shammakhi (d. 792/1390). See Custers, Al-Ibadiyya, 2:404.

Abu Zakariya Yahya b. al-Khayr b. Abi al-Khayr al-Jannawani (6th/12th c.), Kitab al-wad
[sometimes, Kitab al-wadfi usul al-figh or Kitab al-wad* mukhtasar fi l-usil wa-l-figh]. See
Custers, Al-Ibadiyya, 2:249—252.

The title would suggest this is the Kitab al-jami‘ al-sahih or al-Musnad attributed to the
early Ibadi Imam of Basra al-Rabi‘b. al-Habib b. ‘Umar al-Azdi (d. 2nd/8th c.), on whom see
Martin H. Custers, Al-Ibadiyya: A Bibliography. (Vol. 1: Ibadis of the Mashriq), 2nd edition,
vol. 1 (Hildesheim: Georg Olms Verlag, 2016), 427. However, the first folio of this part of the
manuscript introduces it as “al-juz’ al-awwal min Kitab al-tartib,” which is the standard
recension of this earlier work arranged by the famous Maghribi scholar of the 6th/12th c.,
Abu Ya‘qub Yasuf b. Ibrahim al-Sadrati al-Warjalani known by variant titles of the Kitab
al-tartib fi -sahih, on which see Custers, Al-Ibadiyya, 2:497-500.

An early work of Ibadi tafsir attributed to Had b. Muhakkim al-Hawwari (d. 3rd/gth c.?)
known as the Tafsir kitab Allah al-Aziz li-Hud b. Muhakkam al-Hawwart [ also al-Huwwari).
See Custers, Al-Ibadiyya, 2:161-162.

Abu [1-]'Aziz b. Ibrahim b. Abi Yahya Zakariya al-Barani (d. 746/1345-1346), Kitab al-lugat.
Also known as the Lugat Abt [-Aziz. See Custers, Al-Ibadiyya, 2:n12—13. Several variants of
the title Kitab al-lugat appear on the ‘title page.

According to the title, the text is in the hand of Shaykh Salim’s father, Muhammad b. Sa‘id
(d. early 20th c.?).

Abu ‘Abdallah Muhammad b. Ibrahim al-Kindi (d. 508/115), Bayan al-shar". Given that
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Category Two (£)): Complete or Near Complete Titles (without
Binding Covers)

Inventory

Heading(s)
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this work includes some 73 volumes, this is no doubt a very short excerpt! See Custers,
Al-Ibadiyya, 1:323-326.

27  Both this abridgement of and accompanying commentary on the famous work of Ibadi
figh entitled the Kitab al-‘adlwa-l-insaf by Abt Ya‘qub Yasuf b. Ibrahim al-Sadrati (d. 6th/
12th c.) are attributed to Aba I-Abbas Ahmad b. Sa‘id al-Shammakhi (d. 928/1522).

28  Abu Hafs ‘Umar b. Ramadan al-Jarbi al-Tulati (d. 13th/igth c.), Kitab rawdat al-mushtaq
li-zuhrat al-ishragq. See Custers, Al-Ibadiyya, 2:469.

29  Abu 1-Abbas Ahmad b. Sa‘id al-Darjini (d. 670/1271), Kitab tabaqat al-mashayikh bi-I-
maghrib. See Custers, Al-Ibadiyya, 2:137-138. This manuscript is written in the hand of
Shaykh Salim himself, copied while he was living in Cairo in the 1930s. The colophon
[f. 1192] gives the date of 11 Ramadan 1357 (3 November 1938).

30  Abu Ghanim Bishr al-Khurasani (d. early 3rd/gth c.), al-Mudawwana. See Custers, Al-
Ibadiyya, 1:207—211.

31 Aba Tahir Isma‘l b. Masa al-Jaytali (d. mid-8th/14th c.), Qawa‘id al-islam. See Custers, Al-
Ibadiyya, 2:267-270.

32 The Kitab al-damanat from either of two collective works: the Diwan al-ashyakh or Diwan
al-‘azzaba. Considerable confusion persists among specialists regarding these two works.
See Custers, Al-Ibadiyya, 2:52—59.

33  Abu al-Abbas Ahmad b. Sa‘id al-Shammakhi (d. 928/1522), Kitab al-siyar. See Custers, Al-
Ibadiyya, 2:397—400.
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A commentary mostly likely by Aba ‘Abdallah Muhammad ‘Umar b. Abi Sitta al-Sidwiki-
shi, known as “al-Muhashshi” (d. 1088/1677) on the Kitab al-idah of Abu Sakin ‘Amir al-
Shammakhi (d. 792/1390).

This title appears many times throughout the inventory list and at least in some instances
refers to the Kitab usil al-din by Tibghiirin b. Isa al-Malshiiti (d. 6th/12th c.), also known
as the Agqidat Tibghiirin b. Tsa. An additional fragment of this text is included in the
composite manuscript sin 4 listed above. See Custers, Al-Ibadiyya, 2:297—-299. The top right
margin has the following added in a different hand: “f7 al-shuf'a”

A commentary by “al-Muhashshi” (see sin 1 above) on this Agidat al-tawhid, attributed to
Abu Hafs ‘Umarb. Jami* (d. 7th/13th c.), who is traditionally thought to have translated the
work into Berber. See Custers, Al-Ibadiyya, 2:368; Baba‘ammi, Mujam a‘lam al-ibadiyya,
2:317-318. The words “usil al-din” are written in a different hand in between the words
“al-muhashsh1” and “ala” in the title.

A commentary by al-Muhashshi (see sin 4 above) on al-Jaytall's Qawa'id al-islam (see kaf
2 above). Below the larger heading in a different hand: “fi- tbadat”

An anonymous commentary on the work known as al-Manzama al-Jaduwiyya attributed
to Abu ‘Afif Salih b. Zakariya b. Isa (d. 12th/18th c.). See Custers, Al-Ibadiyya, 2:240—241.
Ajwiba (responsa) attributed to Abu l-Abbas Ahmad b. Sa‘id al-Shammakhi (d. 928/1522).
See Custers, Al-Ibadiyya, 2:389—391.

Presumably Kitab al-juman fi mukhtasar akhbar al-zaman attributed to Aba ‘Abdallah
Muhammad al-Shatibi (d. gth/1sth c.), on which see “Hawl ta’lif Kitab al-juman fi mukh-
tasar akhbar al-zaman (li-Abi ‘Abdallah al-Shatibi),” Da‘wat al-haqq: majalla shahriyya
tuna bi-l-dirasat al-islamiyya, 83. Available online at: http://www.habous.gov.ma/daouat
-alhaq/item/1880 (accessed on June 3, 2017).
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See the fourth text in composite manuscript sin 4 above.

Correspondence between the commentator on the previous text in the same compos-
ite manuscript and Abii ‘Uthman Sa‘id b. Isa al-Barani (d. 1284/1868), on whom see
Baba‘ammi, Mujam a‘lam al-ibadiyya, 2:184.

Cf. sin 11 above.

Abu Khazar Yaghla b. Zaltaf al-Wisyani (d. 380/990), K. al-radd ‘ala man za‘ama anna
asma’ allah makhliiqa. See Custers, Al-Ibadiyya, 2:506.

Another book from either the Diwan al-‘azzaba or Diwan al-ashyakh. See kaf 3 above.
The following titles appear on a summary of the manuscript’s contents in blue ink on f.1.a.
Muhammad b. Yasuf b. Isa Itfayyish (d. 1132/1914), Hashiyat sharh al-niniyya. See Custers,
Al-Ibadiyya, 2:188.

Qasim b. Yahya al-Jarbi al-Wirani, Sharh al-niniyya. Custers, Al-Ibadiyya, 2:504.

See sin 8 above.

Abii Muhammad ‘Abdallah b. Humayyid al-Salimi (d. 1132/1914), Ma‘arij al-amal ‘ala
madarij al-kamal bi-nazgm mukhtasar al-khisal. See Custers, Al-Ibadiyya: A Bibliography,
1:520-522.

See sin 14 above.

A non-Ibadi work by Abti Ya‘qub Yusuf b. Abi Bakr Muhammad al-Sakkaki (d. 626/1229),
Miftah al-‘ulam. See Heinrichs, W.P,, “al-Sakkak’, in: Encyclopaedia of Islam, Second Edi-
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tion. Edited by: P. Bearman, Th. Bianquis, C.E. Bosworth, E. van Donzel, W.P. Heinrichs.
Consulted online on og June 2017 http://dx.doi.org/10.1163/1573-3912_islam_SIM_6509.

A commentary by Aba Hafs ‘Umar b. Ramadan al-Jarbi al-Tulati (d. 13th/19th c.) on the
Shubbak al-munasakhat by Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Imad al-din b. ‘Ali, known as Ibn
al-Ha@’im (d. 815/1412). On al-Tulati see Custers, Al-Ibadiyya, 2:461.

The following titles appear on a summary of the manuscript’s contents on f.1.a.

These first three words of the title were written in pencil, while the remainder of the title
and the other titles in the list of contents are in blue ink.

See sin 15 above.

‘Abd al-Wahhab b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Rustam (d. 208/823-824) and Aflah b. ‘Abd al-
Wahhab second and third Imams of the Rustamid dynasty based in Tahert. See Custers, Al-
Ibadiyya, 2:3 & 39; Cyrille Aillet and Muhammad Hasan, “The Legal Responsa Attributed to
Aflah B. ‘Abd Al-Wahhab (208-258/823-72). A Preliminary Study,” in Ibadi Jurisprudence:
Origins, Developments, and Cases, ed. Barbara Michalak-Pikulska and Reinhard Eisener
(Hildesheim: Georg Olms Verlag, 2015), 137-146.

The original hand listed the work as a copy of the Kitab al-jahalat but this was crossed out
by a later hand and replaced with the words “fi usal al-din”

See kaf 6 above.

Ya‘sh b. Masa al-Khayri al-Jarbi al-Zawwaghi (d. 787/1385). Cf. Risalah ila talabat Arigh,
Custers, Al-Ibadiyya, 2:542.

The following titles appear on a summary of the manuscript’s contents on f.1.a.
Commentary by Abt Hafs ‘Umar b. Ramadan al-Jarbi al-Tulati (d. 12th/18th c.). See Custers,
Al-Ibadiyya, 2:461-462.

Another commentary by Aba Hafs ‘Umar al-Tulati, Raf* al-tarakhi ft sharh mukhtasar al-
Shammakhi. Custers, Al-Ibadiyya, 2:468—-469.
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Category Three (3): Manuscript Fragments with Headings
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64  Anadditional heading was crossed out that appears to read: “Kitab al-jawahir li-l-shaykh
Qasim al-Barradi al-Jarbi fi-l-tarikh.”
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65  Below this main title in a different hand: “matn al-diyanat.”

66  Top left margin in different hand: “masa’il mukhtalifa.”
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67  Additional crossed out heading: “fi usal al-figh.”

68  This title comes from the incipit as the fragment has no heading in the margin.
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69  This title comes from the colophon as the fragment has no heading in the margin.

70  This title comes from the incipit as the fragment has no heading in the margin.
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71 Additional heading in a different hand: “al-mawarith 1-Abi ‘Ammar.”
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72 This title comes from the colophon as the fragment has no heading in the margin.

73 This title comes from the colophon as the fragment has no heading in the margin.

74  Thisis one of multiple versions of the same title on the same folio.
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75  This title comes from the colophon as the fragment has no heading in the margin.

76  This title comes from the first few lines as the fragment has no heading in the margin.

77  Parenthesis are original to the manuscript. An additional heading appears next to this one

but I was unable to decipher it.
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Category Four: Unidentified Manuscripts

Asnoted above, the final category (labeled dal ‘ayn) includes the remaining 381
unidentified fragments (ranging from single folios to a few quires). Unfortu-
nately, Dr. Naji declined to allow me to spend more than a few seconds with
each of these manuscripts, giving me only enough time to assign them an
inventory number. He likewise declined to allow me to take photographs that
might have permitted me to study them in more detail. As a result, I was unable
to include more than their total number here in the inventory.

Conclusion

The project encountered unexpected difficulties, many of which stemmed not
from technical or environmental challenges but rather from differences in the
perceived value of the manuscript collection. Working with private manuscript
libraries often requires finding a compromise between achieving the goals
and interests of scholarship and respecting the wishes of the manuscripts’
owner(s). In the case of the Bin Ya‘qub library, the manuscripts carry scientific
and sentimental value since they represent both an important collection of
Ibadi texts and the life story and personal archive of the current proprietor’s
grandfather, Shaykh Salim b. Ya‘qub. Moreover, since the owner of this library
sees the collection as a potential source of revenue in the future, he perceives
the manuscripts as holding an additional monetary value. Throughout the
project, he often limited my access to and time with the manuscripts and
this required additional, lengthy discussions on the purpose of the project.
Understanding and negotiating these competing perceptions of value is an
important part of the ethical dimension of working with private manuscript
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libraries. One must not forget, after all, that private libraries are just that: the
private possessions of individuals.

Despite not being permitted to photograph the entire collection and having
only limited time to study and analyze the manuscripts themselves, I believe
that the project achieved its principal goals. Its purpose was twofold. First and
foremost, the project was aimed at conserving the collection. All items in the
library were assigned inventory numbers and placed in acid-free folders and
boxes before being stored in a new aluminum storage cabinet. The project also
achieved its second goal of offering an inventory list that provides researchers
with a sense of the contents and state of the collection. In these ways, the
project succeeded and marks a step forward in accumulating data on Ibadi
manuscripts in the Maghrib.

Nevertheless, the project was from the very beginning only a preliminary
step in the conservation of this important collection. Many additional family
documents and perhaps even additional manuscripts remain in the library
structure on the family estate. Identifying and cataloging the hundreds of
fragments (both labeled and unlabeled) listed in the inventory will also require
much time and effort. It is my hope that the doors of the library will be opened
in the future to a team of researchers, who can work toward completing a full
catalog of the manuscripts in the library and beyond these first steps described
here.

Acknowledgements

The author wishes to thank Evyn Kropf, Near Eastern Studies Librarian at the
University of Michigan for her support and advice on the project. In addition,
many thanks to Dr. Werner Schwartz for providing me with materials and
photographs on the Bin Ya‘qub library. Finally, thanks to the journal editors
for their help in improving the inventory and catching typos. Any mistakes or
shortcomings are my own.

JOURNAL OF ISLAMIC MANUSCRIPTS 8 (2017) 257280



